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Gold Refined in the Fire
—Part I—

Pe ter J. Scott . 2023

What great wor ship this morn ing, “The Sound of Heaven Came Down.
. . .” One of the times in the New Tes ta ment when that 
heav enly sound came down was when Je sus was be ing bap tized. The 

voice of the Lord came down and some peo ple said that it sounded like thun der!
I thought it sounded some thing like that to day! The Lord is ex cited but He wants 
us to be ex cited as well. You don’t have an adren a line rush in any other way ex -
cept through wor ship and be ing with our God.

He is here this morn ing. That sounds crazy to the world. Put that
on the nightly news, “Je sus showed up in Lake Katrine, in New York. These
peo ple are re ally out there.” And so we are. We are be cause what we are do ing is
re al ity. What they (in the world) are do ing I have no clue to un der stand. It is not
the sound of Heaven for sure. 

Cas tle Rigg

My wife Cheryl and I do a lot of trav el ing as a fam ily and we had
the op por tu nity once to go up into the Lake Dis trict in Eng land which is quite a
ways up there. It is a beau ti ful coun try, in fact some of the film ing of Star Wars
was done there, though when we were there it was rain ing most of the time.
When we went  we came to this one “stone cir cle.” There are hun dreds and hun -
dreds of them in Eng land, Scan di na via, etc. With most of them peo ple have con -
cluded the stones them selves are aligned with Spring, Sum mer, Win ter, Fall.
They are aligned with the stars. This par tic u lar stone cir cle was some seven
thou sand years before Christ!

That’s re ally old. Be fore the Egyp tians, be fore civ i li za tion, these peo ple,
prob a bly around a thou sand peo ple or more in this com mu nity were look ing
over the same moun tains I was look ing over, putt ing up stones. I can imagine
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them at least won der ing whether there was a God in Heaven. Not gods in the
plural, but God in Heaven that some how blessed them with a com mu nity. I don’t 
know if that is true or not but it cer tainly seemed to me on that par tic u lar day that 
things have not changed all that much in thou sands of years. Be cause what they
needed then is what we need now. I think they needed more than any thing else
the mercy of God just as we need the mercy of God. I’ve been pray ing for more
and more mercy, not judg ment. Judg ment is up to God. The Word says He is the
God of Judg ment but I am pray ing for His mercy. 

I’ve shared this be fore about a friend who was con victed of mur der. We
did n’t know if we should pray for mercy or judg ment for him. My thoughts to -
wards the other guy I was talk ing to, “I’m glad you are not my friend.” I want
my friends to be pray ing for mercy.  

Romans 5:8 But God dem on strates His own love to ward us, in that while
we were still sin ners, Christ died for us.

So we too should ask for mercy. If it were up to me I would open up Con -
gress with that ev ery morn ing. Nevermind who is Re pub li can or Dem o crat, just
pray for mercy. They ac tu ally have Chaplains to open up ev ery ses sion with a
prayer. I would like to know what those prayers are. I know that the Chap lain’s
group at Stew art Air Force Base, ac tu ally do open with prayer and they have
pub lished the prayers that have been spo ken by the White House Prayer Team!
There ac tu ally is one! That is en cour ag ing to us. Sec ondly the prayers they were
pray ing were awe some. No mat ter what the gov ern ment ends up do ing, the
prayer team is on the right track. Same here on our Fri day nights. Amen. Thank
You, Lord.

Where Are We Now?

Je sus starts to talk to the Laodicean Church which is luke warm. Look
how the Lord in tro duces Him self.  

Rev e la tion 3: (NKJV) 14 ‘These things says the Amen, the Faith ful and
True Wit ness, the Be gin ning of the cre ation of God: 15 “I know your
works, that you are nei ther cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or
hot. 

Can you hear the frus tra tion there?  
16 So then, be cause you are luke warm, and nei ther cold nor hot, I will
vomit you out of My mouth.

Give Me some thing that is wor thy of tast ing! 
17 Be cause you say, ‘I am rich, have be come wealthy, and have need of
noth ing’—and do not know that you are wretched, mis er a ble, poor,
blind, and na ked— 

It does n’t get any worse than that. If you find your self in that con di tion
you would ask for mercy. What Je sus is say ing to that Church and what I think
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He is say ing to the Church to day (the de nom i na tional Churches and those that
are all about institutionalism) He says:

18 I coun sel you to buy from Me gold re fined in the fire,

That means we are go ing to have to go through tri als and trib u la tions,
things where we don’t want to go. 

“Why is the Lord do ing this to me?” “I coun sel you to buy from Me gold
re fined in the fire, that you may be rich;”

They said they were rich but they were NOT.

. . . and white gar ments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your
na ked ness may not be re vealed;

Get new clothes. You don’t know how na ked you are or how shame ful
your be hav ior has be come. Then lastly:

. . . and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 

We do not “see” like we should see. We should see like the sheep that is
com ing back to the fold on Je sus’ shoul ders. We should see with His eyes. He
wants to do some thing with us. The last of this scrip ture in verse 19 says:

19 As many as I love, I re buke and chas ten.

We see that He is n’t do ing this for judg ment. He is do ing this to bring
them back! That is why we pray for mercy. 

. . . There fore be zeal ous and re pent. 

Let that adren a line flow.
20 Be hold, I stand at the door and knock.

Je sus stands and knocks not just for peo ple to be saved but for peo ple to
be awak ened from the slum ber they are in.

. . .  If any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him
and dine with him, and he with Me.

This is n’t a re li gion here. This is sup per! What is for din ner to night? Who 
is go ing to sit down with you? Who is here this morn ing? When you dine with
some body you talk about things even at ran dom. For in stance, “You know I’ve
been won der ing for a long time . . .” Je sus would re ply, “That’s an easy one. Let
Me an swer it for you.”

“I with Him and He with Me.” So it is a par tak ing of both Je sus and our -
selves. God in us! That’s an ex cit ing thing, a won der ful thing to sit down and
have din ner with Him! How of ten we miss the point of pray ing be fore we eat.
Je sus is go ing to be with us.

21 To him who over comes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I
also over came and sat down with My Fa ther on His throne.
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That place of the throne is not just a seat but a place. Let’s dine with Him
again. Let’s go back to that place where our faith is n’t just a list of things we be -
lieve but they be come real! The adren a line is pump ing into your veins; you re al -
ize and know that what you are do ing is ac tual re al ity and what ev ery body else
is do ing is fake.

22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

That’s the end of the list of Churches that He is ad dress ing. So I think that
there are prob a bly more Churches out there even now that we could ad dress in
the same way, shape or form; they’ve missed it. That is why the lead er ship of
this con gre ga tion, this Fam ily, this group of Chris tians where we have gath ered
to gether this morn ing, are de voted to our true and com plete re la tion ship with Je -
sus Christ, our Sav ior, our Friend, the One who wants to be with us through sick -
ness, who wants to be with us through the ad ver si ties of life, who wants to be
with us when we fall down and there is no one else to help pick us up. And so,
we be gin to un der stand what it means to give of our selves to one an other and the 
love be tween us grows. 

When I first came to this church, I don’t know if I truly loved very many
of you guys, but I love you now. 

John Chap ter 15

Let’s switch now to the gos pel of John Chap ter 15. When we look around
in the nat u ral there does n’t seem to be much hap pen ing, How ever if we look
around in the spir i tual realm there are many things hap pen ing. We just have to
have the eyes to see the vi sion of what God is do ing. That cross our sis ter saw
ear lier is grow ing big ger and big ger than the whole Hud son Val ley. It is big ger
than all of our doubts think ing “This will never hap pen.” It is a LOT big ger than 
that!

John 15 1I am the true vine, and My Fa ther is the vine dresser. 

So we see, we are part of the Lord Je sus. We are  not do ing this on our
own. He is grow ing the Church. 

2 Ev ery branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and ev ery
branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.

It is more blessed to give than re ceive. When you give your self away, you 
are pruned. You might say, “Oh, I thought that was such a good min is try. Where
I was ten years ago was so much better than now.” But the Lord says, “Well
maybe you thought that but that’s not what the vine dresser thought.” Years
back, when we had this room full, we thought that was go ing to be it! But this
whole pro cess of prun ing is to bear more fruit not less.

3 You are al ready clean be cause of the word which I have spo ken to you. 

Each one of you in my judg ment are not only able to share the gos pel but
able to preach just as well as I am this morn ing! You might think you could
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never do that but Yes, yes you could, eas ily, be cause  of the “word which He has
spo ken to you.” 

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch can not bear fruit of it self, un -
less it abides in the vine, nei ther can you, un less you abide in Me.

The Abid ing Pro cess

The abid ing pro cess means to live and to move in, move in with Je sus.
He’s go ing to have supper with you ev ery day. He never leaves you when you
are abid ing with the Lord. That vine is a part of who you are. You are go ing to be 
con formed into the im age of Christ be cause He lives in you! That may be a hard
con cept to un der stand in the world but it is easy for us to grasp, those who have
been filled with the Holy Spirit. We just have to let it hap pen. The branch can not
bear fruit of it self. We hear this over and over and over again. We can not do this
on our own.

. . . un less it abides in the vine, nei ther can you, un less you abide in Me.

So there is go ing to be no fruit, there is go ing to be no help to the world if
you are in your own strength and your own way of do ing things. It may be the
way you did it last year even, but the Holy Spirit wants to change and break that
sack, get ting all that stuff out of there from last year’s har vest. So we will be
ready for this year’s in stead. Now it is get ting per sonal. He re it er ates this theme.

5 I am the vine, you are the branches. 

So Je sus is n’t just the trunk of a tree and you are the branches of it. Rather
a vine is made up of ALL the branches. You can not say, “Look at that. There is
the vine and there are the branches.” Rather they are the same. A vine is made
up of  many branches.

He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for with out Me you
can do noth ing. 6 If any one does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a
branch and is with ered; and they gather them and throw them into the
fire (the judg ment of the Lord), and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me,
and My words abide in you, you  will ask what you de sire, and it shall be
done for you. 

Ask What You Will and It Shall be Done

Most of the time I hear this teach ing the last part is never re ally em pha -
sized, “you will ask what you de sire, and it shall be done for you.” 

I do em pha size this. Your ask ing has to be in the pro cess as a par tic i pa tion 
of your abid ing with the Lord Je sus. If that’s not hap pen ing, you can ask all you
want and it is not go ing to hap pen. Your faith can not be in faith it self; it is in
your faith in God! Your faith is in the Lord Je sus. When you dine with Him, you
are lis ten ing to Him. You hear Him. He co mes to the ta ble wear ing dif fer ent
cloth ing that you might not be fa mil iar with. You be come more fa mil iar with
Him. “That’s Je sus. I know Him.” When you get to know peo ple, you get to
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know them from afar off. For in stance when you get out of your car and you start 
walk ing to wards me, even if I don’t im me di ately rec og nize you, I come to un -
der stand who you are by the gate and your very walk. Each one of us is dif fer ent, 
so uniquely dif fer ent in many, many dif fer ent ways. And we all have come into a 
place where we know Him in this way. His Holy Spirit goes over and over this
with us un til we get it. It is not so we will be con demned, “That was n’t the Lord,
was it?” “Nooooo. But then this was.” “Oh yeah. I get it. It def i nitely was.”

In your prayer time you should talk to the Lord about these things. I do.
“What did I do wrong? What did I do right? What’s go ing on here?” It is al ways
more im por tant to know what God is do ing than what the en emy is do ing. The
en emy re ally is not do ing any thing new. But what God does is “new ev ery
morn ing.” 

8 By this My Fa ther is glo ri fied, that you bear much fruit (not just enough
to get you by into Heaven); so you will be My dis ci ples.

.  .  . much fruit. Do you know how and why you are go ing to be called
dis ci ples?

They will Know You by Your Love for One Another. 
John 13:35 By this all will know that you are My dis ci ples, if you have love 
for one an other.”

We may not have much love for those who are still in the world but we do
have love for one an other. Let’s not put that aside. Make it a part of your rou tine, 
those who are sick, those who are strug gling. Amen. It is go ing to be hard for
you to pass some body by that you have been pray ing for. I re mem ber once when 
some par tic u lar per sons were re ally both er ing me and Je sus said, “Start pray ing
for them.” Okay I prayed for them ev ery day. That very next Sunday, when I
saw them I knew I had to go over and talk to them, be cause I was now com mit -
ted. The love of God was in my heart.

9 As the Fa ther loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.

Abide where? In His love. So im por tant. We are not abid ing in a min is try.
In the 70’s a lot of peo ple were known to have “min is tries.” But that is not where 
I want to abide. I want to abide in His love.

10 If you keep My com mand ments, you will abide in My love, just as I have 
kept My Fa ther’s com mand ments and abide in His love.

Which com mand ments? You shall love the Lord your God and your
neigh bor as your self. Je sus is not ask ing us to do any thing that He has n’t al ready 
done and dem on strated to us. Amen. How do I do that? Read the New Tes ta -
ment. Read what Je sus did. 

Joy
11 These things I have spo ken to you, that My joy may re main in you, and
that your joy may be full. 
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The first sign that you are go ing down the wrong path is the joy of the
Lord is gone! That should be the first test of the Holy Spirit. “Where’s my joy!?
Ah, God just wants me to do it. I’ll just dig in.” Well that is part of the pro cess
but the joy should n’t leave you be cause your joy is in the Lord. He says, “ . . .
that your joy may be (mea ger? no.) made full.” 

Def i ni tion of His Love
12 This is My com mand ment, that you love one an other as I have loved
you.

He loved you enough to die for you on the Cross. Your love for one an -
other should be the same. I can hon estly say that’s prob a bly not ab so lutely true
in my life yet. But there are some peo ple where I said to the Lord, “You know I
would re ally die for that per son.” Now maybe you have n’t picked any body out
and maybe you should n’t. But I did at one point. I knew I would die for that per -
son and in my re la tion ship that’s how much I would do for them. But we are go -
ing to learn that kind of love for ev ery one that we meet, es pe cially in the Body
of Christ.

13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends. (He is re fer ring to His death on the Cross.) 14 You are My friends
if you do what ever I com mand you. 

So we can see that the other thing to ex pect the Holy Spirit to tell or “com -
mand” you to do. It is not a sug ges tion, “Do you think you want to do this?” He
will com mand you to do some things. Maybe in your prayers at night the Lord
says, “You re ally should talk to that per son or maybe you should reach out.
Maybe you should give up this or take this up. What ever I com mand you.”
That’s im por tant for us to know. We can not say, “I’m just go ing with the flow.
Wher ever this Church is go ing, I hope it is go ing in the right di rec tion.” Well,
no. You need to un der stand and dis cern what He’s say ing.

Ser vant or Friend
15 No lon ger do I call you ser vants, for a ser vant does not know what his
mas ter is do ing; 

We live in a cul ture of slav ery! In the West ern world, any time you have
peo ple pay ing somebody to do work, it is still a form of slav ery be cause you are
sell ing your work for money. It may not be slav ery where you work for noth ing
or per haps for room and board, but it is a type of not do ing some thing “freely”
with out the re ward of money. 

. . . but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Fa -
ther I have made known to you.

This is re ally about the Trin ity here. Je sus re ally went to the Gar den to
“dine” with the Fa ther so to speak. Je sus says that ev ery thing the Fa ther told Me
I have “made known to you.” Now be cause they were not yet filled with the
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Spirit, they did not re ally re mem ber or un der stand it very well or most of the
time. How ever, af ter Pen te cost when the Holy Spirit was poured out on them,
then they knew be cause now the Holy Spirit was IN them. They then re mem -
bered the things Je sus had said to them, “Oh I get it now.” 

16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you . . .

Is n’t that good? Some times we may think we got here by our own choice.
Be care ful. Not re ally. “I chose you . . .”

. . . and ap pointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your
fruit should re main, (Wither and die? No, re main in cor rupt ible!) . . . that
what ever you ask the Fa ther in My name He may give you. (That’s a good 
place to be.)

So as be liev ers we are com mit ted. We are here this morn ing and the Spirit 
of the Lord co mes down on our wor ship; we hear the sounds from Heaven. That
was awe some. Some one could ask us, “Why are you here?” “I come here be -
cause the wor ship is just great and we want to hear from the Lord as well.”
Amen.

The World Hates You

But there is an other pro cess at work. The world, not just the world that the 
en emy is en cour ag ing but the world that al most in nately hates what we are do -
ing here. It is not be cause they some how got a rev e la tion from the “Cli mate
Change” peo ple, or they got a rev e la tion from “Eu ro pean Un ion” or from any
such group. It is n’t that the world got a special rev e la tion. They hate you re gard -
less. There will al ways be the world out there. But Je sus says this:

18 If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me be fore it hated you.

Je sus came into this world and He was teach ing a great change for the
Jew ish na tion. They should have been em brac ing it! “Are you kid ding me? I no
lon ger have to worry about the Sab bath doc trine any more? Are you kid ding
me? I can just come and just be pro vided for and don’t have to sac ri fice liv ing
an i mals any more? Are you kid ding me? This is so awe some!” Why would n’t
they ac cept that?! Well, only God knows what is in the hearts of men. 

19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet be cause you
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, there fore the world
hates you.

“Why is it that ev ery body hates me now?” Well don’t ex pect much else.
Je sus is pro claim ing it here.

20 Re mem ber the word that I said to you, ‘A ser vant is not greater than his 
mas ter.’ If they per se cuted Me, they will also per se cute you. 

Get ready. I of ten think about that. Why do I have to go through that kind
of per se cu tion? Peo ple ac cus ing me of things that I ab so lutely did not do. Well,
be cause of these words to us. 
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If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they
will do to you for My name’s sake, be cause they do not know Him who
sent Me. 

Once they know Him, things will change. I re mem ber peo ple com ing to
me in much later years and say ing,“You were right all along.” Then I re -
sponded, “I was n’t right. Je sus was right.” 

22 If I had not come and spo ken to them, they would have no sin, but now
they have no ex cuse for their sin.

So up un til then, the sev eral thou sand years of the “stone cir cle,” they
would have no sin, un til the time when Je sus came, they were free of guilt
whether they were judged for good or bad. But now with Je sus, it is a whole dif -
fer ent story. You either ac cept the Lord Je sus or you don’t. 

23 He who hates Me hates My Fa ther also. 24 If I had not done among them 
the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they
have seen and also hated both Me and My Fa ther. 

God the Fa ther

Je sus al ways re fers back to Him, God the Fa ther. It is al most an in nate na -
ture in man to some how know that there is in deed a God in Heaven. That is why
they are with out ex cuse. 

Romans 1:20 For since the cre ation of the world His in vis i ble at trib utes
are clearly seen, be ing un der stood by the things that are made, even His
eter nal power and God head, so that they are with out ex cuse,

Cre ation it self speaks of a Cre ator. Sci en tific Amer ica made a state ment
the other day, “The pre pon der ance of ev i dence is that there was in tel li gence in
the cre ation of things.” 

John 15: 25 But this hap pened that the word might be ful filled which is
writ ten in their law, ‘They hated Me with out a cause.’

That is a sad tes ti mony of what is hap pen ing in to day’s world. They are
hat ing us with out cause! They are hat ing our re li gion with out a cause. Some one
shared this at the “Chap lain’s Meet ing” the other day. Some one came up to them 
and said, “Don’t talk to me about the bi ble. That’s a white man’s word!”
Whooah It just gets worse and worse. But the scrip ture gets better and better be -
cause it is writ ten, not in our brain, but on our heart. There are things that I don’t
have to mem o rize be cause they are now part of my life. Yes.

26 But when the Helper co mes, whom I shall send to you from the Fa ther,
the Spirit of truth who pro ceeds from the Fa ther, He will tes tify of Me. 27

And you also will bear wit ness, be cause you have been with Me from the
be gin ning.
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The Helper

The Holy Spirit is n’t here to just in struct us but when we are in structed
we need HELP. When He tells you, “You are wrong, you are go ing to need
help.” When He com mands you what your mis sion is, you are go ing to need
help be cause in your own flesh, you will fail. You know, Covid is re ally only a
type of cold but your flesh fails to sub due it. Many came down with Covid and
their body should have been well able to han dle it. They were say ing that 18% of 
all the colds you have ever had were Covid re lated! Well, what hap pened? Well,
your body fails but the Holy Spirit never fails. He gives us wis dom in the face of
dis ease. Amen.

. . . whom I shall send to you . . .

The Holy Spirit. Who sends it? Je sus. Where from? The Fa ther. From
where? The throne of grace and mercy, the Spirit of Truth, not lies. Not one lie.
Not one false hood, no cor rup tion. “who pro ceeds from the Fa ther.” The Trin ity
is right here, clear as day and night. He, the Holy Spirit does one thing more than 
any thing else. “He will tes tify of Me.” Je sus. “And you also will bear wit ness.”
Why? Be cause you have the Holy Spirit within you! “Be cause you have been
with Me from the be gin ning.” Is n’t that good?

I think any body that is “pro-death” does n’t un der stand that scrip ture. He
knew us while we were in the womb of our mom, even be fore our mother knew
us very well. And my mom got to know me pretty well be fore I was even born.
How ever, even be fore then, Je sus knew me! And brought me through the cir -
cum stances of my life. We all have sto ries; the cir cum stances of our lives are so
dif fer ent. Some may be pretty much the same. But Je sus was there the whole
time IN YOU to or dain you, to point you as Chris tians, that tes tify, not of a re li -
gion but to tes tify of a re la tion ship where you dine with Him on a daily ba sis,
where you sit down and talk with Je sus. Ev ery one here in this Church be lieves
that they talk to Je sus. Amen, we do. We may be crazy peo ple in the world’s eyes 
but not in re al ity. The re al ity is that He is SO REAL that He will never with draw
from us. He will never say, “Oh that’s it. It is not work ing. Let’s start over.” 

An other Flood?

An other Flood will not hap pen. Ev ery time you see a rain bow, it should
not re mind you of gay unity. It should re mind you of the prom ises of our Fa ther.
See, the world has twisted ev ery thing. Right? The more I read, the more twisted
the world be comes. Why are they twist ing ev ery thing around!!? Be cause they
hate the Words of our Fa ther; they hate it. 

In stead we are stand ing in a Holy Place. Let’s stand to gether in a Holy
Place, a place where God wants us to stand this morn ing, in and amongst be liev -
ers that love the Lord, in and amongst be liev ers who love to wor ship Him, get
ex cited about Him. We are not ex cited about who is go ing to be the next Pres i -
dent. We are ex cited that Je sus is King of kings, Lord of lords, the One who is

10



the sav ior of the world. Our Friend who no lon ger calls and gives us money for
the work we do, no lon ger ser vants or slaves. Rather He calls us free men, His
friends. 

So, Fa ther we ask You, O God to re new our life. Ev ery body here knows
the things we’ve been preach ing. This is not new. Rather it is a re minder
and an en cour age ment to us. As we wor ship You in the morn ing it is a re -
minder, an en cour age ment that our God is so very real, not just maybe
real, but re ally real. This is not a re li gion called Chris tian ity. This is a
RELATIONSHIP with You, Lord Je sus. The Fa ther, the Son and the Holy
Spirit re ally do ex ist to day and our life and our tes ti mony is an ex am ple
be fore the world of that re al ity. Thank You, O God. Amen!
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Gold Refined in the Fire
—Part II—

Pe ter J. Scott . 2023

I was shar ing in Part I the pas sage from Rev e la tions 3:18

I coun cil you to buy from Me gold (not from the en emy but from the Lord. 
“from Me . . .”) re fined in the fire that you may be rich
. . . and white gar ments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your
na ked ness may not be re vealed; . . . and anoint your eyes with eye salve,
that you may see. 

Is n’t that great? The end of that pas sage says:
22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches.

So He is n’t just say ing that to you individually; He’s saying that to the
Churches, in the plu ral. I’d like to talk about how we view our Chris tian ex pe ri -
ence. That is be cause ever since I be came a be liever of the Lord ev ery thing
seems to be point ing to the idea that it is about “you and Je sus.”  Je sus has to be
your per sonal Sav ior. There is a per sonal con text that you can not get from your
peer. You have to have a per sonal re la tion ship with our Lord, you and Him.

How ever there is some thing more that I want to talk about to day. In fact
even though the Lord min is tered to the in di vid ual and we know that He took Pe -
ter aside and said, “Do you love me?” (He said it three times.) He ac tu ally talked 
to Mar tha not just the whole com mu nity of be liev ers there that day. So we know
that He did re late in di vid u ally to peo ple while He walked upon this earth. BUT
He min is tered to the plu ral ity also, to all His dis ci ples to gether. He did n’t call
just one dis ci ple; He called twelve. He did n’t send them out one ore two; He sent 
out sev enty. He sent them out two by two. Can you imag ine the one that was sent 
with Ju das!? What hap pened af ter Ju das be trayed the Lord? But as we look at
this, what our Lord did was a lot more than just “pair ing up.” When Je sus ad -
dressed His dis ci ples as we will shall see in Chap ter 16 of John . . . (I’ve been
avoid ing this Chap ter be cause I knew that if it is taken out of con text, it is very
de press ing!) Je sus talks to the dis ci ples, plu ral, not just to one or two of them.
We know He did that on oc ca sion; at the Mount of Trans fig u ra tion He took a
cou ple with Him. When He went to the gar den of Geth sema ne, He took a cou ple 
with Him. “How come you can not stay awake a lit tle bit? What is wrong with
you guys?!”

How ever, most of the time, He ad dressed them in the plu ral. Is n’t that in -
ter est ing? Now when we talk about plu ral gov ern ment in the Church, as el ders
we like to hear that word a lot, we see Je sus is n’t just talk ing to one or two of the
el ders. Rather He is talk ing to all of us, plu ral, all three of us el ders. It is our vi -
sion to come up with one mind from us all in know ing what the Lord is say ing to
all.
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Know ing the Times

I be lieve what God is do ing in this hour and time, as the pages of Heaven
are turn ing, He is do ing that same thing in all of our Home Groups. He is not
only ad dress ing you, per son ally, but He is ad dress ing you as Home Groups. He
is ad dress ing Churches, not just a de nom i na tion but ad dress ing a group, a com -
mu nity of be liev ers. It is n’t an over flow ing of the Spirit (as in the re cent Asbury
Uni ver sity re vival) just for a few. I re mem ber in Char is matic Mag a zine just a
few days ago say ing, “The re vival at Asbury Uni ver sity is over flow ing into the
res to ra tion of Churches.” Do you re mem ber our brother Don Rum ble say ing
that was a res to ra tion the ol ogy he never even heard be fore but it was some thing
we can iden tify with? Je sus is re stor ing what the New Tes ta ment Church was to
what and where we are to day. That is a won der ful con cept! 

So we can see Je sus is speak ing to us more and more not just as in di vid u -
als, though a lot of the songs we sing are about in di vid u als and their per sonal tri -
als. “Lord I de pend upon You the Rock.” We could also sing it as “We de pend
upon You the Rock.” It would be hard pressed to talk to some of the other coun -
tries that were oc cu pied by Nazi Ger many for them to say, “I ...” rather they
were say ing, “We … are op pressed. We are go ing through a trial that the world
has never faced be fore.” Imag ine the French re sis tance say ing it was “just us”?
No, they knew that it was “We” are fac ing the en emy. WE. 

Now there is some thing about that con cept that we do not re ally know nor 
un der stand fully. But now God is re veal ing it to us. El der Paul brought to our
mind a book called, “The Man in the Boat.” There was a doc u men tary ref er -
enced in that book called “The Men of 1936.” That was an in ter est ing year, a
year af ter the de pres sion. We read most of these boys were put into Crew  boats.
When you are row ing in those boats, you have to pull both oars evenly. If you
pulled one more than the other, you started go ing around in cir cles. So it is in ter -
est ing that even when we think we are all by our selves we have to learn to think 
plu rally, co or di nat ing things. Coordination is a plu ral thing. So as you lift up
your hand, there are five fin gers, not just one. If there was just one, you would
prob a bly fail most of the time be cause there are five and con nected to one hand;
co or di nated they be come a unit.

Well these boys were taken from log ging camps, most of them had to
scratch for a liv ing. The rea son they joined the Crew at Wash ing ton State Uni -
ver sity was to get some thing to eat as that was the only place they could have
two square meals per day, not even three. Wow. So they were put through the
ringer. The coach was not a very fun guy. The coach was pro jected as, “Well, if
you don’t make the grade, you are out.” So these guys started out as Fresh men
and then went on to the Soph o more team. As they were go ing into 1935, they
were rac ing against a col lege in Cal i for nia who pre vi ously were al ways the win -
ners, even over the Ivy League schools in Poughkeepsie, Prince ton, Har vard,
Vas sar, etc. who ever had Crew.
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But we see in 1936 they were rac ing against Nazi Ger many! That’s
where the Olym pics were that year and Hit ler wanted very much for the Crew
boats to win from his coun try. Four Crew boats were win ning, but all Eight
Crew boats knew they were in for heavy com pe ti tion, It aly and many oth ers. But 
they knew the boat from Wash ing ton State Uni ver sity was the boat to watch out
for! Wash ing ton had a strat egy that they would al ways come from be hind. They
had one par tic u larly strong oars man, very, very strong. His back ground was
gruesome. His step mother ba si cally kicked him out and he had to live on his
own when he was only twelve. He had to live in the woods for a while. Fi nally
his older brother said, “Why don’t you come to Wash ing ton to see what we can
do.” So they were clean ing out houses that were re-pos sessed by the banks. This 
was a pretty rough time in Amer i can his tory. This guy was there but he was un -
be liev ably strong even from highschool. One of the coaches saw him and got
him into col lege. How ever he was still a loner as we all seem to be to day … just
me and Je sus. 

And yet if you look at our Home Groups, you might say, “I don’t know
about that one … Why can not they straighten up?! Why can’t they be more like
me?” Then you would think that might not be a good thing! Most likely not!
And so, what I think the Lord is do ing now is build ing teams to gether in our
Home Groups. We are learn ing to ac cept the frail ties of who our broth ers and
sis ters are and re al ize that we are to gether in the boat with them. 

As the Wash ing ton team came over to gether in the boat from New York to 
Berlin, their lead oars man who was the “tempo set ter,” lost too much weight so
the coach took him out. The day of the race, the rest of the team told the coach
they would not race with out him. That’s how much they were built to gether! I
don’t know about you but in my Home Group I could say, “Oh well, I could do
with out that per son.” But no, this Crew team stood to gether say ing, “No mat ter
how weak he is, we’re go ing to com pen sate for that per son.” Then they went
into that race fully ready to meet their com pe ti tion. They were be hind maybe
three or four lengths, which they ex pected to be. How ever this time a lit tle lon -
ger than ususal. Fi nally this one guy, the stron gest per son de cides, “It’s time.”
When one oars man leans into his oars that means the other side of the boat is go -
ing to have to com pen sate for him. There has to be com mu ni ca tion. Does that
ring any bells to you in Home Groups? There has to be com mu ni ca tion. You say, 
“I’m go ing through this. What are you guys do ing? How are you do ing?” 

So you see, we are meet ing an ad ver sary who has met us in all kinds of
ways and shapes. In ter est ingly in this sea son (2020) he has met us with Covid or
with Covid like symp toms. How are we do ing with that?

Anyway as the strong oars man started to change his di rec tion from just
get ting through the race to ac tu ally win ning it (He could move that boat all by
him self. That’s how strong that guy was.) he had to com mu ni cate with the other
side of the boat so they did n’t end up go ing around in cir cles. So the Wash ing ton 
Crew lis tened and they went right from third place right up to first at the fin ish
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line and won! Hit ler was not happy. Nor is the en emy happy about what the Lord 
Je sus is plan ning to do in our midst as He makes us into “Gold Re fined by the
Fire of Ad ver sity.” 

Plu ral Team Min is try
Mark Chap ter 6:7 And He called the twelve to Him self, and be gan to send
them out two by two, and gave them power over un clean spir its. 8 He
com manded them to take noth ing for the jour ney ex cept a staff . . .

There was no one else they could de pend upon for their jour ney, noth ing
ex cept the Lord.

—no bag, no bread, no cop per in their money belts— 9 but to wear san -
dals, and not to put on two tu nics.

Not two, just one. This is when some body is pre pared for bat tle. When I
was play ing soft ball for the Church down in New Paltz, you took off ev ery thing: 
your belts be cause you did n’t want the belt hit ting and hurt ing any body. You
took off your wed ding ring be cause you did n’t want it to be scraped in someway. 
It can be just that dan ger ous when you are in com pe ti tion. Older men ac tu ally
have a worse chance of get ting hurt than those youn ger. So we took off any thing
so we would not be hin dered in any way. That’s what the Lord was say ing here.

10 Also He said to them, “In what ever place you en ter a house, stay there
till you de part from that place.

Now there will be a place of pro vi sion for you dur ing these tri als and
what He is send ing us out to do. What God is pre par ing us for is in deed to send
us out into bat tle! Not just for ourselves but for other groups and Churches. 

11 And who ever will not re ceive you nor hear you, when you de part from
there, shake off the dust un der your feet as a tes ti mony against them. As -
sur edly, I say to you, it will be more tol er a ble for Sodom and Go mor rah
in the day of judg ment than for that city!”
12 So they went out and preached that peo ple should re pent. 13 And they
cast out many de mons, and anointed with oil many who were sick, and
healed them.

I don’t know if they were ex pect ing that but it hap pened. Whoa.

John 15:26 “But when the Helper co mes, whom I shall send to you from
the Fa ther, the Spirit of truth who pro ceeds from the Fa ther, He will tes -
tify of Me. 27 And you also will bear wit ness, be cause you have been with
Me from the be gin ning.

Who is send ing the Holy Spirit? The Lord Je sus  Himself. The Holy Spirt
has been with the Lord from the be gin ning of ev ery thing! The Trin ity was al -
ways there. One God. A mys tery to us all to day. How can three en ti ties of God
be One and yet they are? Amen. It is a mys tery that peo ple are still try ing to un -
der stand. But it is true.
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Know ing the Times
John Chap ter 16

16: 1“These things I have spo ken to you, that you should not be made to
stum ble.

So He is speak ing to them so they won’t fail but they will suc ceed. Then
He says to them the worse things that could hap pen to a Jew ish boy:

 2 They will put you out of the syn a gogues; yes, the time is com ing that
who ever kills you will think that he of fers God ser vice. 

It may hap pen to us! I don’t think it is in this sea son. In fact I’m pretty
sure it is not. But there will be com ing a sea son in which things can be come that
ter ri ble.

3 And these things they will do to you be cause they have not known the
Fa ther nor Me.

They are do ing it in com plete ig no rance. 
 4 But these things I have told you, . . .

What has He been tell ing them? About the Holy Spirit, about how He is
go ing to be with them. 

. . .  that when the time co mes, you may re mem ber that I told you of them.
And these things I did not say to you at the be gin ning, be cause I was with
you.

You see what He is say ing. He is not say ing this to Pe ter alone, John
alone, or Nathaniel alone. He is talk ing to all of them, the dis ci ples, plu ral. You
are go ing through some things not as in di vid u als but to gether you will be fac ing
ma jor ad ver sity when He sends you out! Then He be gins to talk about the won -
der ful work of the Holy Spirit, how it will com fort us, but even more. Many of
us know af ter go ing through tri als per son ally, how pow er ful the Holy Spirit has
been to us. Right?! Amen. We know how pow er ful He can be! But do we know
how pow er ful the Holy Spirit can be in our midst as a Church, as a Home Group, 
as a group of El ders at a Con clave? I don’t think we are re ally there as yet. Ev ery 
time we went to St. Louis, it was al ways about the in di vid u als or in di vid ual
Churches re ally. It was not about us as a group of be liev ers. 

How ever I be lieve the Fa ther is now speak ing to the Church in groups
just as He did then. 

The Work of the Holy Spirit
5 But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me,
‘Where are You go ing?’ 6 But be cause I have said these things to you,
sor row has filled your heart.

I have to hon estly say to you that if the Lord said those things to me and to 
us to day I’d say, “Whoa. I don’t want to go to those crazy places.”
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7 Nev er the less I tell you the truth. It is to your ad van tage that I go away;
for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I de part, I
will send Him to you.

So the only way He can send the Holy Spirit is from the Throne of Grace,
the Throne of Mercy, from the Fa ther’s Throne.

 8 And when He has come, He will con vict the world of sin, and of righ -
teous ness, and of judg ment:

This is the work of the Holy Spirit through you, plu ral. They don’t know
what sin is. Right? They cer tainly do not know what it means to be righ teous.
They may do “good work.” But it is ac tu ally “dead work” be cause they do not
know what true righ teous ness is. True righ teous ness is found only in our Lord
Je sus Christ. We know that! How ever the World does not. They think they know 
it all! They would take our chil dren away if they could. They would take away
our abil ity to even preach this ser mon this morn ing if they could.

 9 of sin, be cause they do not be lieve in Me; 10 of righ teous ness, be cause I
go to My Fa ther and you see Me no more; 11 of judg ment, be cause the
ruler of this world is judged.

So here we see Je sus is look ing through time; al most al ways He does this, 
all the way from the be gin ning up to the end. Cool. We need to see with His
eyes. So how can we do that? By spend ing time with Him, sin gu larly and also
to gether. When we come and wor ship the Lord on Fri day nights and in our
Home Groups, re vival is hap pen ing. Right. We don’t have to go to the Asbury
University re vival, be cause re vival starts in our heart and the in ten sity of that re -
vival can hit each one of us and in us col lec tively. So we come and wor ship in
the Spirit and say, “Whoa, what just hap pened!?” That is be cause the Lord is
spill ing over His re vival into our hearts, plu ral, NOW. Be cause we are de voted
to Him, each one of us in di vid u ally as well as to gether.

12 I still have many things to say to you, but you can not bear them now. 13

How ever, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into
all truth; for He will not speak on His own au thor ity, but what ever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glo rify 
Me, for He will take of what is Mine and de clare it to you. 15 All things that 
the Fa ther has are Mine. There fore I said that He will take of Mine and
de clare it to you.

Sor row Will Turn to Joy
16 A lit tle while, and you will not see Me; and again a lit tle while, and you
will see Me, be cause I go to the Fa ther.

So here He is proph e sy ing His death.
17 Then some of His dis ci ples said among them selves, “What is this that
He says to us, ‘A lit tle while, and you will not see Me; and again a lit tle
while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘be cause I go to the Fa ther’? 18 They
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said there fore, What is this that He says, ‘A lit tle while’? We do not know
what He is say ing.

19 Now Je sus knew that they de sired to ask Him, and He said to them,
“Are you in quir ing among your selves about what I said, ‘A lit tle while,
and you will not see Me; and again a lit tle while, and you will see Me’? 20

Most as sur edly, I say to you that you will weep and la ment, but the world
will re joice; and you will be sor row ful, but your sor row will be turned
into joy.

Does n’t that sound like what is hap pen ing? The World re joic ing with
some of the cra zi est things we have ever heard! 

21 A woman, when she is in la bor, has sor row be cause her hour has come; 
but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no lon ger re mem bers
the an guish, for joy that a hu man be ing has been born into the world. 22

There fore you now have sor row; but I will see you again and your heart
will re joice, and your joy no one will take from you.

Some times a mother in la bor has real fear of what is go ing to hap pen.
Many preg nan cies could end up in death. That is a fear ful thing. To day in this
hour be cause of Covid flu and other things the death rate amongst pregnancies is 
ris ing 200%. That’s sta tis tics. Whoa! But as soon as she hears that scream, that
cry, that whim per from the child, she no lon ger re mem bers but takes cour age
that a hu man be ing has been born into the world. 

You may have sor row to day say ing, “I don’t want to go through this
ever.” But the Lord says, “NO. You per son ally are go ing to have to go through
things.” Maybe this very Church will have to go through some things also.  “. . .
but I will see you again and your heart will re joice, and your joy no one will
take from you.” No one can take the joy of the Lord from you? No. I can re -
mem ber when I grad u ated from col lege and hav ing my hair cut, the bar ber says,
“So. What are you go ing to do? The Sum mer is over.” I told him I was fin ished
and had grad u ated now. He said, “No body can ever take that away from you.” I
re mem ber this verse we were just talk ing about, “. . . your joy no one will take
from you.” Some may think your col lege ed u ca tion is worth noth ing or they
may even think your re la tion ship with the Lord is worth noth ing. BUT, they can
never take the joy of the Lord away from you. That will never hap pen.

23 And in that day you will ask Me noth ing. Most as sur edly, I say to you,
what ever you ask the Fa ther in My name He will give you. 24 Un til now
you have asked noth ing in My name. Ask, and you will re ceive, that your
joy may be full.

You no lon ger can just ask on your own be half. You ask in the name of the 
Lord Je sus. We are pray ing in His name, not our own strength. No. We pray in
Je sus’ name. When we pray to the Fa ther we pray in Je sus name.
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Now Je sus gives us some hope. Right now I do not think we are on the
verge of go ing into the “Great Trib u la tion.” I just don’t think that is where we
are at sea son ally. Re mem ber where King Da vid said that he had some men, sons
of Issachar who were aware and knew the times of the ages and sea sons. Well
that’s what God is tell ing us this morn ing. The pages of Heaven are turn ing.
Now is a time of a dif fer ent con text of what we as a Church are go ing through.
We need to be aware of what is go ing on around us. So, when you see the cir -
cum stances of af flic tion as they hit us, not just in di vid u ally but even as Home
groups, the en emy wants to di vide us, sep a rate us! But God wants us to work to -
gether as a team! That team is what won the Olym pics for those nine boys in
their boat. . . 

Je sus Christ Has Over come the World
25 These things I have spo ken to you in fig u ra tive lan guage;

Did you ever won der why the Lord did that? Maybe it did n’t even oc cur
to them? He openly con fesses that He’s been talk ing in a fig u ra tive lan guage,
met a phors. 

. . .  but the time is com ing when I will no lon ger speak to you in fig u ra tive
lan guage, but I will tell you plainly about the Fa ther.

Is n’t that a great verse?! Would n’t you like Him to tell you that? I do think 
that’s what He is in deed tell ing us to day. You no lon ger have to guess. I am go -
ing to talk to you di rectly. That is the day and the hour that we are now liv ing in
here and the other Churches that are com ing to the Lord in droves. In Viet Nam
right now. How many did Frank lin Gra ham just bring to the Lord!? Wow. Thou -
sands. We are in the midst of the rev e la tion of the Holy Spirit even to day in our
own midst. 

 26 In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall
pray the Fa ther for you; 27 for the Fa ther Him self loves you, be cause you
have loved Me, and have be lieved that I came forth from God. 28 I came
forth from the Fa ther and have come into the world. Again, I leave the
world and go to the Fa ther.

So Je sus is no lon ger here phys i cally with us. He is here with us Spir i tu -
ally. When the Holy Spirit is with us, the Lord Je sus is with us. Now the dis ci -
ples (plu ral) get it.

29 His dis ci ples said to Him, “See, now You are speak ing plainly, and us -
ing no fig ure of speech! 30 Now we are sure that You know all things, and
have no need that any one should ques tion You. By this we be lieve that
You came forth from God.”
31 Je sus an swered them, “Do you now be lieve? 32 In deed the hour is com -
ing, yes, has now come, that you will be scat tered, each to his own, and
will leave Me alone. 
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He was speak ing about the cru ci fix ion. How ever, that was only for a sea -
son. Lis ten to me; things come in sea sons. Your af flic tion in di vid u ally is only
for a sea son. Many peo ple give up and many die be cause they don’t un der stand
that con cept. Most med i cal prob lems or ep i sodes are only there for a sea son,
even if it is a chronic con di tion. The worst if it is only for a sea son. 

And yet I am not alone, be cause the Fa ther is with Me. 33 These things I
have spo ken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will
have trib u la tion; but be of good cheer, I have over come the world.”

How did He do that? On the Cross. How are you go ing to be able to do
that? Be cause He went to the Fa ther and sent the Holy Spirit down to fill the
Church at Pen te cost. When He came down, ev ery body be gan to speak in
tongues. It was the “fire from Heaven” on each one of their heads. No one can
ac cu rately un der stand what hap pened that day, but it has hap pened re peat edly
over time. The peo ple who are filled with the Holy Spirit many times are un able
to de scribe what hap pened to them. As they give their tes ti mo nies, “I don’t re -
ally know what hap pened. It was a very con fus ing time for me. But I know I am
no lon ger the same per son.” I know the out come was dif fer ent in my life. When
I was not filled with the Holy Spirit, I be lieved the Lord Je sus Christ was my
Sav ior. I be lieved that He ex isted. I had faith that He could do all things. But af -
ter be ing bap tized in the Spirit, I did n’t have to be lieve. I KNEW it! There was a
con scious know ing that He was the Christ. I no lon ger had to some how work up
some faith to re sist the world. Now I know HIM. When you’ve re ally met Him,
He’s there. You can “smell” Him. Right!

When some of my grand kids come over they al ways seem to mi grate
over to lay down onto the bed nearest my pil low. I think it is be cause they can
smell me! There is some thing very won der ful about the fragrance of our Lord
Je sus. We are go ing to feel and to smell it and when the an gels come, we will feel 
the breath of an gels’ wings. All of these things will hap pen be cause we will
KNOW it is real! Not fan tasy, not a Star War’s movie. It is real.

Now as the Fire of Af flic tion has come to us of late, it is from the world.
It can come spir i tu ally in many dif fer ent ways. For in stance if we preach about
the re al ity of one woman and one man and the head ship of Christ, the head ship
of fam ily, the head ship of Home Groups and talk about Spir i tual au thor ity and
things of that na ture, there will be peo ple who come against that! But the en emy
also works on us phys i cally since we are body, soul and spirit. So we see the en -
emy co mes and at tacks us through the world sys tems and the phys i cal sys tems
of the world, big time! 

In Mississippi re cently 60 miles was torn up by a tor nado; at least 23 peo -
ple were killed! They knew it was com ing and were pre pared but still some did
not sur vive. 

But in these in di vid ual cir cum stances that the en emy has been putt ing
you through, ill nesses, fi nances, job sit u a tions, schools, what ever hoops we
have to jump through, you had to go through that for a rea son so that we (plu ral)
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come to re al ize, just like that Crew rower that he had to com mu ni cate to the
other side of the boat. He had to say to his team mates, “This is it. We are go ing.
Ger many is go ing down to day!” Not by the Ivy league schools that knew it all,
but by Wash ing ton Hicks, the worst, the scum of the schools. Peo ple at tend ing
the Olym pics did n’t even know where Wash ing ton was in 1936. Now it is huge
but in those days it was just a lum ber camp. 

Je sus says to us our joy is go ing to come from Know ing Him. We are go -
ing to get through any cir cum stances in di vid u ally. He has been teach ing us that.
There fore when I was ex pe ri enc ing the worst of the prob lems with my re cent
shoul der pain, I would re treat to a place of wor ship. What held me to gether most 
of all was wor ship. Now with plu ral wor ship, that is go ing to be what is hold ing
us to gether. We are not go ing to be row ing the boat by our selves through the cir -
cum stances that face us. We are go ing to be Home Group to Home Group. In any 
other cir cum stances where we are with other Chris tians we are go ing to find our
strength in our broth ers and sis ters. We will say, “That guy over there I thought
would never help me was in deed the one who did.” The one that was the weak -
est, the one you never seemed to un der stand, you will now un der stand. Some -
thing you should have been the ex pert at, they will know and bring it to your
at ten tion, I know be cause it has hap pened to me.

I could have said, “You know I am the ex pert here. Why did n’t God show it 
to me?” Be cause He wants us to be a team; He wants us to be to gether just like
His dis ci ples. He knew that they would be scat tered. He also knew the Holy
Spirit would be poured upon them, not in di vid u ally but col lec tively. That is
what He is about to do in this hour. I be lieve it is al ready hap pen ing. Any where
now where God wants to do it; He is go ing to do it. Asbury Uni ver sity, dif fer ent
col leges, Viet Nam etc. It is go ing to spill out where we least ex pect it maybe
even in our gov ern ment!!! Maybe even here in New York or Al bany!!! Amen.
Manhattan! Come on. Is there any door that He can not open?!!

He Him self

The Spirit of the Lord is upon us. Right af ter Je sus was bap tized and the
Spirit led Him into the wil der ness, He co mes out and He goes right into the Syn -
a gogue where He was re lated to. Je sus says:

Luke 4: 18The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Be cause He has anointed Me 
To preach the gos pel to the poor;

The Good News is not just the world’s op pres sion. They al ready knew
what it was like to be per se cuted. He preached the Good News!

He has sent Me to heal the bro ken hearted, . . .

To heal those who were sick phys i cally, emo tion ally, spir i tu ally. The
Lord draws near to the bro ken hearted but He keeps away from those who are
proud. If you find pride in your self, re pent of it and come to the Lord with a bro -
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ken heart, bro ken to the sad ness that so many fail in the face of their test. But
you have the keys to suc cess! An in di vid ual re la tion ship to our Lord and Sav ior
Je sus Christ, but also col lec tively in Home Groups and also col lec tively in
Churches, As sem blies. In one of the Churches that just re cently ex ploded (phys -
i cally) the pas tor said, “The Church is not a build ing. It is a com mu nity of be -
liev ers.” Amen. 

. . . To pro claim lib erty to the cap tives . . .

What ever your jail might be. It just might be some place where you were
never able to break out from. As an example you can open up a gate to a herd of
cows and they will not go through it if they never went through it be fore. They
will go up and look at it but turn around and go back, even if the grass is re ally
greener on the other side. How ever it is not un til the “lead cow” goes through
that they will fi nally go through the gate to gether. Lib erty is not just you alone
but us as a plu ral ity. 

. . . And re cov ery of sight to the blind, . . .

We are blind in so many dif fer ent ways but we need to see with the Lord’s 
eyes. We need to see with the Shep herd’s eye not an other sheep’s. We need to be
on an other level, the Shep herd’s eyes, an other level.

. . . To set at lib erty those who are op pressed;

That word op pressed is better trans lated “to be sent out from.” We’ve
been op pressed too long; we’ve been con fined too long. But NOW we are go ing
to find our selves amongst small groups where we never thought we would be.
You may even be in a party and find three or four Chris tians around you and you
are all talk ing about what God is do ing in this day and hour. Well we can do that! 
In di vid u ally and in plu ral ity.

19 To pro claim the ac cept able year of the Lord.

This is the sea son of the Lord’s bounty! No mat ter what God is putt ing
you through there is still a bounty to reap. You can go to a drug store and find
things that might not be good but there are things there that might help you.
There is a bounty in our coun try. If you go to the gro cery store, it is not empty
yet! You can go to the Used Car Dealer and find a car that is still af ford able to
you. Ac tu ally right now we are still in good times. Dur ing the last De pres sion
they could n’t do that. Mostly be cause be fore that they had squan dered all their
wealth. How much they must have thought about John Chap ter 16 in those
days? 

I don’t know if I’ve ever heard a New Tes ta ment teacher teach on “plu ral -
ity” in this way. They will al ways teach about an in di vid ual’s re la tion ship with
Christ. It is so im por tant for you, your self need to be in volved, foundationally as 
the place to start. How ever,  we don’t want to stay there. We want to bring those
we are re lated to, friends and fam ily. Friend ship Evan ge lism is n’t a new con -
cept. It is there be cause it ac tu ally works. Your brother or sis ter, your chil dren.
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Don’t stop pray ing for them. The prod i gals that you’ve known in the past who
knew the Lord and are drift ing away, don’t give up on them. Bring them back in, 
even by your prayer! And as a Home Group, plu ral, pray. Bring them back. 

We need to pray to gether for our prog eny, for those who have drifted
away, those who may now have never been in tro duced to the things of the Lord.
Amen.

Let’s stand to gether then and do it:

Thank You, Lord God. Lord, we are  not in di vid ual row ers to day. We ac -
cept the fact that some of us might be a lot dif fer ent than we our selves are. 
We may not be so com fort able with it ei ther. But that does n’t mat ter. We
are in the same boat. And You are steer ing this boat, Lord God, not us. It
is Your will, your pur poses that are be fore us to day and as we push a lit tle 
bit out through that “gate,” just ten ta tively think ing, “What’s on the
other side?” We pray for cour age in each one of us. Each Home Group.
We do not shrink back but we stand up in the dif fer ent places we find our -
selves in. Aglow, the Chap lain’s group, other groups we find our selves
in. Lord God, that You would go be fore us and that these in di vid ual tri als
that we go through are not for noth ing. They are not just for us but they
for us . . . to gether, to share. I thank You, Lord God, for this build ing You
have pro vided for us. We thank You for this coun try that You have pro -
vided for us to freely wor ship You in this day and in this hour. Amen.
Thank You, Lord.
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____________________________________
____________________________________

(THE BATTLE CRY, Proph ecy,  6/2023)

I am in the busi ness, says the Lord your God, I am in the busi ness of re -
stor ing what the en emy has sto len.  

There is com ing a day, says the Lord, when the ran somed of the Lord will
re turn.  When the ran somed of the Lord re turn.  I am bring ing My peo ple back.

I, I'm do ing this; the Lord your God is mov ing be fore you. The en emy
thought he had won when I died on the Cross. Sa tan thought he had the up per
hand; he Did Not! 

I am go ing be fore the Church, I am go ing be fore the Church, and I'm
bring ing the ran somed peo ple that I have called by My name unto me!

Some of you may feel like you're go ing through a “Job time.”  Where
there is no rea son that you can un der stand of why you are go ing through what
you are go ing through. BUT, let Me tell you this day. I am forg ing you as weap -
ons, says the Lord your God. For your bat tle is not against flesh and blood, your
bat tle is not against flesh and blood, but against prin ci pal i ties of dark ness,
against spir i tual forces of evil.  

If it feels like you're go ing through a hard time, I am forg ing, forg ing is a
hard time, but what I will reap out of that pain and suf fer ing, you will need for
the com ing days ahead. You will need for the com ing days ahead.

Now is not the time to lay down. Now is not the time to give up. When
you feel like giv ing up, DON'T!

When you feel like lay ing down and say ing well this is all there is, this is
how my life is. NO! Know that I your God am with you.

Now is the time to Rally to me.  This is my war cry, Rally TO ME!  Rally
TO ME, says the Lord your God. Don't let the en emy scat ter you. Rally to me,
Rally to me! There is Vic tory in the Lord! There is Vic tory in the Lord this Day!

(Jessica Scott)
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